
With up to 67% Government 
 funding available

Need advice?

Benefits of building strengthening:
• ensures the safety of your building’s users

• protects your investment

• preserves New Zealand heritage for future generations.

1. Planning
Consider what you want to achieve, why you want to do it and how it  
will be funded. Seismic strengthening heritage buildings can be a 
complex process, but it’s often a regulatory requirement.

2. Getting heritage advice
Heritage New Zealand have specialist advisors who can give expert 
assistance on heritage conservation issues, including resource 
management. Your council may also have a heritage advisor who can help.

3. Finding project professionals
Seismic strengthening projects will involve a range of professionals.  
It’s important to work with building professionals with the right 
experience, knowledge and qualifications.

4. Designing solutions and getting consents
Your seismic strengthening project is likely to involve several stages  
of design. Structural and architectural designs are an important part of 
your application for resource and building consents.

5. Managing building work
Once you’ve obtained the relevant consents, secured your funding,  
and engaged the necessary building professionals, you’ll be ready to  
get the project underway.

Our website can help you every step of the way

Get help in planning and managing your project at:

heritageequip.govt.nz
heritageequip.govt.nz

Administered by:

Supported by:

The time to strengthen  
your heritage building is

RIGHT NOW.



Funding available now
Heritage EQUIP is a special government fund available to help strengthen 
privately owned earthquake-prone heritage buildings. 

Here’s how it works
Buildings must meet the following criteria:

1. Be privately owned, for example by individuals, companies or private trusts. Other 
funding sources exist for public or charitable entities.

2. Must be earthquake-prone – as determined by your council or chartered  
professional engineer.

3. Must be on the New Zealand Heritage List as either Category 1, or Category 2. 
Other heritage categories, for example buildings scheduled on a district plan, will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis.

4. Upgrade works must improve the earthquake resistant capacity of the building, 
or part of the building, so that it is no longer considered earthquake-prone.

Solutions for multiple buildings
We believe the costs of advice and strengthening work can be reduced if buildings are 
addressed together.

Proposals for multiple buildings, in regional centres that are medium or high seismic 
risk areas, are eligible to receive funding of up to 67% of both professional advice and 
upgrade works costs.

Professional advice may be funded up to $30,000 per building, and upgrade works may 
be funded up to $250,000 per building.

We encourage building advisors, territorial authorities, civic or heritage trusts and other 
qualified entities to work on behalf of multiple building owners.

If you are interested in applying for a grant involving multiple buildings, please contact us 
to discuss your project.

How much funding is available?
Upgrade Works Grants: 

You can get up to 50% of seismic strengthening costs, up to a maximum of $400,000. 
These grants are available nationwide.

Projects can range in scale from smaller façade or parapet strengthening work, through 
to large-scale or staged projects.

EXTRA support for regional projects:
We recognise regional upgrade projects have a more difficult cost-benefit balance, so we 
have some extra support available. 

For owners of earthquake-prone heritage buildings in regional New Zealand that are 
medium or high seismic risk areas:

Professional Advice Grants: 

Good advice means more options for you as a building owner, and often leads to lower 
upgrade costs overall. We offer up to 50% of professional advice costs, up to a maximum 
of $50,000. This advice can include investigative reports, detailed seismic assessments, 
conservation and architectural plans, and structural engineering plans.  

Additional upgrade works support: 

We can grant up to 67% of seismic upgrade works costs, and can also fund the extent 
of upgrade works above 34% NBS. This is on a case-by-case basis where the heritage 
values at risk are particularly notable.

Seismic risk areas

High

Medium

Low

Find out if you are eligible at

Visit our website for more information and to complete an application form.

Applications are managed by the Ministry for Culture and Heritage. 

Each application is considered and if it meets the basic criteria it is passed on to our 
expert panel for assessment.
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